This was the ugly possibility which confronted us during
the whole of the earlier part of our journey, which I may
say was undertaken under the most uncomfortable con-
ditions possible. Six of us were crowded into a com-
partment intended for four, and not one of our fellow
passengers would consent to a window being even a few
inches open. We ate our picnic luncheon by snatches and
without appetite, and for a little air we had to stumble and
push our way out on to the corridor. We reached
Narbonne at last in the twilight, the rain coming down
hopelessly, no lights upon the platform and a crowd which
seemed immovable. It took us an hour before I could bribe
a man to fetch us a vehicle, a victoria which had lost its hood
and was protected only by a soaking horse-cloth. How-
ever, we reached in the end what I believe is the only
hotel in the place, the Grand, found rooms, and by dint of
more bribing got a fire lit with sticks little larger than
matches in one of the bedrooms. We dried ourselves as
well as we could, afterwards we drank half a bottle of
Dubonnet and descended to the salle a manger, where we
were served with quite a good dinner, drank a bottle of
excellent country wine and felt the chill slowly passing
from our limbs. I had a few moments afterwards with
the very pleasant and civil manager, who gave me some
useful information about the journey and warned me
particularly against disclosing my stock of francs in the
Customs die next day. Eventually I sent fifteen milk
back to my lawyer in Nice by registered post.
At eight o'clock the next morning, in the same vehicle,
we were driven to the station and joined in what seemed
to be a football scrum to get anywhere near the platform.
Inch by inch we fought our way towards the waiting train,
literally dragging our luggage after us, until a junior
official of some sort saw what I was clutching between the
fingers of one hand, relieved my wife of her dressing-case
and the maid of my bag, and flung us into a carriage the
door of which he unlocked with one hand while he
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